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The relaxed elegance of their French Country
home transports Dr. Jim and Anne Heinrich
to a more peaceful place
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A Regal Retreat:

The custom-built
Newburgh home of Dr. Jim and Anne Heinrich
features a dining room with Karges furniture
(opposite page), a stunning foyer (left), and a
cozy back patio with a fireplace (bottom left) — a
favorite place, Anne says, to savor morning cups
of coffee and evening glasses of wine. Other
peaceful places include the outdoor dining area
(below) and a curved seating area in the great
room (bottom right).
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As she flipped through
a folder of photographs from home magazines and books, Anne Heinrich’s mind
brimmed with ideas about building structure and home décor. After hours upon
hours of research, she had created the folder
to hold ideas for the home she soon would
build with her husband, Jim. But overwhelmed by the details and the abundance
of beautiful homes, she caught herself getting sidetracked from her original inspiration: “What do I want to feel when I enter
our home?” she asked herself. She jotted her
answer on the front of the folder: “As our
lives slow down, I want our home to depict
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Great Escape:

After touring the
Nashville home of their architect, Jenney
Petrikin, the Heinrichs fell in love with her
home’s great room and exterior and duplicated them (opposite page and top right).
Their tranquil backyard oasis — complete
with a winding path, a quaint bridge, and
a fire pit — was created by a team from
Landscapes by Dallas Foster, Inc.
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A Private Retreat:

The Heinrichs’ elegant master suite includes a spacious bathroom with
elevated sinks from Evansville Winnelson, a sitting area that faces the backyard (bottom left), and an outdoor
shower (bottom right). The shower’s pebble floor matches the outdoor shower in the couple’s British Virgin
Islands vacation home.
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the same. The French seem to know how
to do that. I want to feel relaxed and as if
I’ve stepped into a more peaceful, comfortable lifestyle when I enter our home.”
That sentiment, written last summer,
would come to define the Heinrichs’ custom-built French Country home on Newburgh’s Copper Creek Drive. Situated atop
a gently sloping hill, the 5,500-square-foot
home exudes a casual, rustic feel; with its
natural wood and stone, wrought iron,
warm colors, and antique décor, it’s the
kind of home Anne fell in love with 15
years ago on a trip to France. And it’s exactly the home she fell in love with on a
drive through an upscale Nashville neighborhood.
The Heinrichs purchased their Copper
Creek lot in 2006, two years before they
began building last summer. Enchanted
by the French Country style of designing
and decorating, which evokes the sunny,
laid-back elegance of the Provence countryside, Anne researched it by attending
home tours in Louisville and Cincinnati.
She also read “about every book you can
get a hold of ” about French Country
homes, she says, and studied online photos of homes and apartments in France.
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“I’d be on the computer for hours,” she admits. “I ended up going to physical therapy
for my neck.”
The Evansville native’s research first led
her to Nashville, where she met with Plaster
Artistry, a company that applied Venetian
plaster (a multilayered specialty process seen
on the walls of the Heinrichs’ great room).
“You would love Jenney Petrikin’s home,” remarked one of the company’s representatives,
referring to a Nashville architect who lived in
Belle Meade, an upscale community known
for its luxury homes. So Anne casually took
a drive through the area, stopping to photograph several homes. One in particular captivated her — she snapped five photos before a
young boy rode up on his bike. “You like my
home?” he asked. “My mom built that.” Of
all the beautiful houses in the area, Anne had
stopped directly in front of Petrikin’s home.
Months later, she contacted Petrikin to
arrange an inside peek at the five-bedroom
house. When Anne and Jim, an orthopedic
surgeon with Tri-State Orthopedics, walked
into her cozy great room with exposed ceiling beams, broad windows, and rustic charm,
Jim’s face lit up. “He walked down the hall,
turned around, and said, ‘Yes, please,’” Anne
recalls with a laugh.
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Petrikin’s great room, featured last February in Southern Living, became the centerpiece of the Heinrichs’ home. The great
room and exterior of the couple’s Newburgh
home are replicas of Petrikin’s, and the architect worked with the Heinrichs to design
the rest of their home.
Beginning in August 2008, builder
Chris Kimbrough of Regal Homes spent 10
months transforming the couple’s vision
into their dream digs. The Warrick County
builder, whose work has earned numerous
accolades from the Southwestern Indiana
Builders Association’s Parade of Homes, has
a reputation for building homes with “rustic, Old World charm,” he says. Still, 21stcentury amenities abound in the Heinrichs’
home, including radiant flooring by Evansville Winnelson and a system accessible via
cell phone or computer that lets them monitor and adjust the temperature and kilowatt
usage in each room of the house.
The unusual features in the Heinrichs’
home — interior and exterior stonework,
curved stairs, copper gutters, cedar shingles,
and exotic woods — posed unique challenges, as many materials arrived from other
states and countries. Still, for Kimbrough,
the most memorable part of the project
was the strong relationship forged between
the three: “The Heinrichs are unbelievable
people,” says Kimbrough, who still drops
by their home for coffee or breakfast. “It’s
evolved into a friendship that goes beyond
their home.”
The home opened for the Parade of
Homes in June, when 7,000 visitors strolled
through and the house took “Home of the
Year” honors. “The best compliment people
gave me was that the house has such a warm,
homey feel,” recalls Anne. “That’s the exact
thing I was going for. I didn’t want it to be a
home where you walked in and felt like you
couldn’t sit down.”
These days, comfort and coziness are
important to the Heinrichs, empty-nesters
who have shared four different homes. After
marrying 17 years ago in the British Virgin
Islands, where they also own a vacation cottage, they moved into Jim’s home at Lincoln Avenue and Boeke Road in Evansville,
known as the former Butterfield estate. In
1997, they relocated to a 120-year-old farmhouse on Frame Road in Newburgh, and
in 2000, they moved into a custom-built,
7,800-square-foot home in Copper Creek
— across the street from their new home.
That home had “more of an island flair,” says
Anne, with wicker furniture and tropical dé-
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cor. The five children and eight grandchildren between the couple are scattered across
the nation, and with only each other and
their three small dogs (two Yorkshire Terriers and a schnauzer mix), they settled on
building a smaller home.
What they lost in space, they gained in
grandeur: The majestic entryway leads into
the great room, with its ArcusStone kitchen
island (“or, as we call it, the continent,” Jim
jokes), TurboChef oven, and a farm-style
sink and fixtures from Evansville Winnelson.
The kitchen island is hand-carved by Phil
Smith, a classmate of Anne’s from Harrison
High School, who learned the art of woodcarving from Karges Furniture and has since
relocated to Cincinnati. Near the kitchen is
what Jim has dubbed “the woman cave,” an
extra pantry that houses Anne’s collection of
dishes for entertaining. The great room —
and the rest of the home — is immaculately
decorated with the hallmarks of French
Country décor, such as antique apothecary
jars, porcelain roosters, and toile fabric.
Outside the house, behind the great
room, lies another of the couple’s favorite
areas: their back patio, where they sip coffee
by morning and savor wine in the evenings.
But developing their backyard oasis wasn’t
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an easy process. “People were afraid of this
lot,” admits Anne. “It was like a jungle. You
could hardly walk through it.” She credits landscape designer Dallas Foster and
his crew for the turnaround, and the yard
now includes a fire pit, a hot tub, a bridge
that crosses Copper Creek, and a charmingly European pathway. “We used the
creek and the woods to create a secluded
French hideaway,” Jim says. “When I come
home from work, it seems like I’m on vacation.” The only complaint? “An owl out
there stalks my Yorkies,” Anne declares.
The small dogs are safe inside the
two-story home, the top floor of which
includes a workout area and what Anne
calls the “happy room” — a cheery guest
bedroom, decorated in pink and green, for
her daughter Jami Stallings’ visits home.
(Jami, a Harrison High School graduate
and Middle Tennessee State University
business student, is a former Miss Indiana
who competed in the Miss USA pageant
in 2007.) Beneath the second-floor rooms
is the Heinrichs’ stunning master suite,
featuring an expansive walk-in closet,
an indoor doorless shower, an outdoor
shower with pebble flooring, and glass
doors modeled after antique French glass
panels. (Anne purchased a pair of doors,
originally from Paris, at a Nashville antique store and was devastated to find
one broken when they arrived. The intact
glass became a door for a bookcase off the
great room, and Sunburst Stained Glass in
Newburgh used it as a pattern to create a
nearly identical set. Those doors connect
the bedroom and master bath.)
The doors capture the rustic elegance
the Heinrichs and Kimbrough set out
to achieve with the couple’s masterpiece
home. So do the countless other one-of-akind details: the breezy lace curtains, purchased 15 years ago in France, that frame
the windows off the kitchen; the handcrafted wrought iron stair railing from
Parker’s Custom Iron Works in Boonville,
Ind.; the smattering of antiques, procured
around the nation and the world, that fill
the home. All of the elements, says Anne,
come together to create exactly the home
she envisioned when she scribbled a note
to herself on the folder of house plan ideas.
“Jim keeps trying to plan all these trips,
but I just want to stay here,” she says with a
laugh. “I don’t want to leave; I don’t want to
go anywhere. I love this home.” l
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